Historic Move for Crowley

Who did Crowley Marine
Services contact when it
needed to deliver the first-ever
U.S.-built commercial
passenger hovercraft to

their customer in Prudhoe
Bay, Alaska?

DHL Danzas Air & Ocean
picked up the 48-foot long
hovercraft in Seattle on May

16, strapping it on a specialized
low-deck, air-ride tractor-trail-
er. The equipment was brought
to the Port of Tacoma, where it
was loaded on a RO/RO (roll
on roll off) vessel for the voyage
to the Port of Anchorage, where
it arrived on May 20.

The hovercraft and its trailer
left Anchorage on May 24 for
the 700-mile truck trip to Prud-
hoe Bay. It arrived at Prudhoe
Bay on May 27.

Crowley’s customer will use the
hovercraft to ferry workers and
materiel safely and efficiently to
offshore oilrig platforms.

“Crowley Marine Services has
been associated with DHL

Danzas Air & Ocean exclusively
for the past six years, and in

one form or another during the
last 13 years,” said Alun Jones,
Director, Purchasing at Crowley
Marine. “We have come to rely
on the group’s expertise and
follow-through for almost every
phase of our support logistics.

This is the first ever Coast
Guard Approved, United States
built, commercially constructed
passenger hovercraft. The suc-
cess or failure of this project
will be the measuring stick for
all future Hovercraft operations
in the US.

The movement of the hover-
craft to Prudhoe Bay’s West
Dock from Seattle is another
example of our diversified do-
mestic service offerings — re-
gardless of size or complexity!
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